THE    ANGEL    OF    THE    LORD
bank of the river was dedicated to Catherine, the royal
virgin of Alexandria who had refused to surrender her
faith on the order of the Roman emperor Maxentius and
died horribly as a result. She was the patron of young
girls, particularly of the poor and those who spun, though
the philosophers had adopted her also because of her
triumphant refutation of the fifty pagan sages sent to
argue with her. Her cult was perhaps more popular in
the neighbourhood of Domremy than that of any other
saint except the Madonna herself.
During the whole of those three or four years Joan
confided her revelations to no one, not even her con-
fessor or her parents. It is a remarkable fact, considering
her age; it was to be a damning fact at her trial. By
the Church's code she was bound to ask priestly advice
on the authenticity and nature of the Voices: but the
extraordinary girl considered herself capable of judging
the reality of her own experiences and of determining for
herself, from the fact that the unearthly messengers made
her no sinful offers, that they came from God rather
than from Satan. It was her own common sense, not the
Voices, that ordered her silence: the reason she gave for
it was that she feared to be impeded in her mission by
her father or the Burgundian sympathizers in the neigh-
bourhood. Very likely she dreaded also *~ be laughed
at, scolded, argued with in the early stags' of perplexity,
and by the time that was resolved the Voices had become
an essential part of her, as impossible to doubt (she said
it herself) as that her judges sat before her or that Christ
had died for the salvation of humanity.
But she was bursting with her secret, and despite her
fears she could not quite manage to keep it entirely to
herself. In June of 1428 she said to Michael Lebuin, a
c                                33